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Introduction 
The government plan is to lift all measures from 19 July 2021  for the full return of all pupils (updated in line with government guidance regarding the opening 
of Step 4 from July 2021): Schools COVID-19 operational guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 
The government plan is for the full return of all pupils from March 2021 (updated in line with government guidance from February 2021): 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
This document has been refreshed from its previous iterations. Any hyperlinks will be identified by underlining. 
 
Much of the content in this guidance will be familiar to you. Specific updates include:  

 Face coverings  
 Pupils who are abroad 
 Educational visits 
 Wraparound provision and extra-curricular activity 
 Music, Dance and Drama (including school performances) 
 Pupil wellbeing and support 
 Transition, taster and open days   

 
School employers and leaders are required by law to think about the risks the staff and pupils face and do everything reasonably practicable to minimise 
them, recognising they cannot eliminate the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19). School employers must therefore make sure that a risk assessment has been 
undertaken to identify the measures needed to reduce the risks from coronavirus (COVID-19) so far as is reasonably practicable and make the school 
COVID-secure. General information on how to make a workplace COVID-secure, including how to approach a coronavirus (COVID-19) risk assessment, is 
provided by the HSE guidance on working safely. 
 
We recommend all school leaders and staff members to regularly review the latest information produced by Public Health: 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/COVID-19_schools_faqs.  
The latest checklist and flowchart can be found here for guidance on dealing with suspected or confirmed cases within staff or pupil cohorts, and their 
contacts: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3527/public_health_flowchart_for_schools 
 
This risk assessment checklist/tool is based on Government guidelines on COVID-19. It is provided to help schools to prepare and decide arrangements for 
an increased number of children attending/returning to school. It remains subject to change at a short notice as updates are received from the Department for 
Education (DfE) or Birmingham City Council (BCC). EYFS guidance should be considered for Nursery Schools and Nursery Classes. Additional guidance for 
Special Schools (and specialist provision) should also be considered as appropriate.  
 
Any updates to the previous Risk Assessment template going forward will be identified in the version control table from p7 onwards. 
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The completion of this tool/checklist should not be undertaken in isolation by one individual and should involve staff who understand the risk assessment 
process. Once completed, the risk assessment should be shared with the school’s workforce. If possible, schools should consider publishing it on their 
website to provide transparency of approach to parents, carers and pupils (HSE would expect all employers with over 50 staff to do so). A risk assessment 
should be updated and revisited regularly. 
 
Risk assessment is about identifying reasonably practicable measures to control the risks in a workplace or when undertaking an activity. The process 
evaluates the threats and risks of a specified issue/situation and enables the likelihood that somebody could be harmed, together with an indication of how 
serious the harm could be, to be considered. 
Likelihood - For each issue/situation, determine the likelihood it will occur.  
Severity (outcome) - determine the potential injury/health.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The matrix (below) provides a method to determine the level of risk, with the Likelihood and Severity being independently scored and plotted. 

RISK LEVEL MATRIX 

 
PROBABILITY 
(LIKELIHOOD) 

4 Low High Very 
High 

Very 
High 

 

3 Low Med High Very 
High 

2 Low Low Med High 

1 Low Low Low Low 

 1 2 3 4  
SEVERITY (OUTCOME) 

 

Likelihood Severity  

4 = Certain = common or frequent occurrence 4 = Major risk - death, loss of limbs, etc 

3 = Probable = likely to occur sometime 3 = High risk - broken bones, burns, etc 

2 = Possible = may occur sometime 2 = Moderate risk - cuts, bruises, sickness, etc. 

1 = Improbable = unlikely to occur 1 = Minimal risk - strain, shaken, no injury, etc 
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Once the likelihood and severity of the risk have been assessed they are plotted on the risk profiling grid above and the risk rating defined e.g. If a risk has a 
likelihood of 3 – Likely and a severity of 1 – Minimal, the risk rating will be 3 x 1 = 3. This would mean the risk is low and arrangement would be adequate. 
Example as follows: 

 
Issue/Area to be addressed 

(Potential Hazard) 
 

 
Current Control Measures 

Good Practice Control Measures Adopted 

 
In place 
(Yes/No) 

 
Further action/ 
Comments 

 
Final Risk 

Rating 

Example: 
Slips, trips and falls 
There are smooth surfaces and 
tripping hazards around the school 
site with the potential to cause 
persons to fall over injuring 
themselves with multiple injuries. 

 Cleaning regime in place. 
 Correct safe substance used for surfaces. 
 Signage available. 
 Cleaners have received training. 
 Introduce hazard reporting system and ensure that staff 

are aware of school H&S Policy. 
 Undertake specific risk assessment on snow and ice. 
 Remove all trailing cables in admin office. 

 
Y 

Review 
arrangements for 
new staff i.e. ensure 
the H&S policy to 
shared 
/communicated   

3x1=3 
Low 
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Links to related published guidance notes to be referred to alongside the Model Risk Assessment 

Links to DfE Guidance 
 
As new guidance is produced 
weekly, please refer 
to www.gov.uk for updates  
Note from DFE: Schools are not 
required to use these guides, and 
may choose to follow alternative 
approaches to preparing for wider 
opening, or to use some sections 
of this guidance alongside other 
approaches 

Full opening March 2021: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
Step 4 Opening: Schools COVID-19 operational guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
 
Early Years and Childcare: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-
closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures 
 
Special Schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-
specialist-settings 
 
Out of School settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-
clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-out-
of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
Testing in primary and nursery schools:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
asymptomatic-testing-for-staff-in-primary-schools-and-nurseries/rapid-asymptomatic-coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-staff-
in-primary-schools-school-based-nurseries-and-maintained-nursery-schools 
 
Safe working in education and childcare: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-
childcare-and-childrens-social-care 
 
Compilation of all guidance notes for schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance-for-schools-and-other-educational-settings 
 
Advice for parents: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
Advice for parents attending Out of School settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-
parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
Ofsted guidance and update: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofsted-coronavirus-covid-19-rolling-update 
 
Providing meals to pupils: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-
free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools 
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School reports: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-reports-on-pupil-performance-guide-for-headteachers 
 
Safeguarding and remote learning: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-
coronavirus-covid-19 
 
Keeping children safe in education for schools and staff:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-
children-safe-in-education--2 
 
Shielding and guidance for CEV:  19 July guidance on protecting people who are clinically extremely vulnerable from 
COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Curriculum and teaching guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-practice-for-schools-during-
coronavirus-covid-19 
 
Remote learning support for schools and staff: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-during-coronavirus-
covid-19 
 
Remote learning support for parents: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-
coronavirus-covid-19 
 
Transport to schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-
autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020 
 
General travel guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers 
 
Recording attendance:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-
coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2020-to-2021-academic-year 
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Version No. Page – Edits (page numbers correct at point of publication of that version) Published 
1 Original 26/02/2021 
 26 – 27 Use of face covering 5/03/2021 
 44 – 47 Section added on LFD testing  
   
   

Governance and other  
resources 

Link to Public Health flowchart in case of coronavirus symptoms within pupils or staff:  
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3527/public_health_flowchart_for_schools 
 
Safeguarding policy addendum: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/16735/covid-
19_safeguarding_policy_addendum 
 
Useful contacts in BCC: 
 If subscribing schools have questions / queries about governance, contact School and Governor Support (S&GS) at 

governors@birmingham.gov.uk  
 
 Nursery Schools and Nursery Classes should contact the Early Years’ Service for EYFS queries via email: 

EYDuty@birmingham.gov.uk 
 
 Education Safeguarding questions please contact the Education Safeguarding Team via email: 

EducationSafeguarding@birmingham.gov.uk 
 
Other resources:  
ACAS guidance on mental health: https://www.acas.org.uk/acas-launches-new-guidance-on-mental-health-during-
coronavirus 
 
HSE guidance on working during coronavirus and related links:  https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-
safely/index.htm 
 
NAHT guidance on health and safety duties and schools: https://www.naht.org.uk/advice-and-
support/management/health-and-safety-duties-and-schools/ 
 
RCPH COVID-19 - 'shielding' guidance for children and young people: https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-
guidance-clinically-extremely-vulnerable-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield  
 
 


