
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term – Curriculum Newsletter  

Year 2  

Our topic for the Spring term is The Great Fire of London. During this topic 
we will be focusing on the following subjects: History, DT, Geography, 
Music and Art. 
 
We will be learning about the following things:  
 
History- The children will chronically learn all about the events of the 
Great Fire of London and write a diary entry as Samuel Pepys.  
The children will show an increased knowledge and understanding of 
events beyond living memory through simple recording, using text and 
drawings.  
 
DT- The children will plan and make their own Tudor house. They will use 
various resources to cut, measure, form, and shape materials to make 
their house. To do this the children will use a mini hacksaw and bench vise 
to safely cut the wooden dowels to form a strong structure for their 
house. To join the materials together, the children will use a hot glue gun. 
Once completed, the children will share and evaluate their final design.  
 
Geography- This subject will be taught throughout the topic lessons as we 
explore where The Great Fire of London took place. The children will also 
name and locate the capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding areas. 
 
Music- The children will use their own voice in different ways, including 
speaking, singing and chanting for different effects.   This will include using 
a loud or soft voice and singing repeated phrases, in particular, the song, 
London’s Burning. 
 
Art- The children will be creating art work using the Dutch artist 
Jan Griffier’s ‘Great Fire of London’ as a stimulus. The children will be using 
mono printing (inspired by Andy Warhol), silhouettes (inspired by Kara 
Walker), line art (inspired by Bridget Riley), water colour work (inspired by 
Turner) and collage (inspired by Derek Gores) in order to create their own 
masterpiece. 
 
In this topic we will be using the following vocabulary. If possible, please 
talk about these words at home to ensure your child has a good 
understanding of their meaning:  

English  

Speaking and Listening 
This year, children will be encouraged to speak articulately and in full sentences at 
all times. There will be plenty of opportunities within the curriculum for the 
children to explore the English language and become confident speakers to 
different audiences. This will be supported by their reading opportunities within 
school and pupil voice in their subjects.  

Reading  
The children will continue to develop their phonics skills through daily phonics 
lessons or Read, Write Inc spelling lessons. The children will also be heard read 
throughout their guided reading lessons where we will develop comprehension 
skills and follow up tasks to consolidate their understanding of the texts they have 
read.  
Writing  
This term, the children will be continuing to develop their cursive handwriting 
through daily English lessons and daily handwriting lessons. The children will be 
encouraged to join their writing, if confident, throughout the term. During our 
English lessons the children will be writing diary entries, recounts, and traditional 
stories to develop their vocabulary, sentences and ideas. 
 
Maths 

In maths this term, the children will begin learning about multiplication and 
division. In particular, Year 2 focus on their 2, 5 and 10 times tables so we therefore 
encourage the children to use Times Table Rock Stars at home to support their 
fluency with these. The children will follow a concrete, pictorial, and abstract 
approach to their maths learning. We will also cover some work on statistics, shape, 
and fractions during our maths. It is also highly encouraged for the children to still 
access Numbots at home to secure their knowledge on place value, addition and 
subtraction.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

Topic words:  
Geography – Capital, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Northern Ireland, London, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, Dublin, Belfast.   
DT – Design, plan, evaluate, designers, Christopher Wren, structure, strong, sturdy, 
stable, sliders, mechanism, label, material, components, cut, measure, shape, 
similarities, differences, evaluate.   
History – Timeline, chronological order, Samuel Pepys, King Charles II, River 
Thames, Pudding Lane, primary and secondary source, year, decade, century, 
sequence, occupation, ruling class, peasantry, class system.   
Art – Line, tone, pattern, texture, mix, paint, colour, light and shade.   
Music – Voice, speaking, singing, chanting, loud, soft, repeated phrase.    
 
Science  
 
During this term, the children will be working with a volunteer from the RSPCA in 
our topic Animals including humans. The children will learn about what animals 
and humans need to survive and how the RSPCA cares for and rescues animals. The 
children will be doing lots of practical learning for this so make sure to head over to 
our Twitter page to see the learning that has been taking place.  

PSHE/Peacemakers  

The children will be looking at how to keep themselves and their minds healthy. 
How to look after our bodies and the importance of eating healthy and having 
enough sleep. We will also discuss how some medicines keep people healthy and 
how to be safe and protected in the sun.  

PE 

For PE this term, the children will be covering gymnastics. The children will learn 
how to safely balance and move over, under and through apparatus and create a 
variety of shapes with the body.  Please remember PE is on Friday. Children must 
come to school in their PE kit. A PE kit consists of a white t shirt, black/navy blue 
shorts/joggers and black pumps. 

 
 

RE  

In RE we will continue to explore different faiths and what it means to be a 
member of a church or faith. We will look at creating unity and harmony 
and how to look after the world and the people in it. Towards the end of 
the term the children will learn about Easter and some of the key events 
within the Easter story.  

Homework 
A homework grid is attached to this letter. We ask that your child chooses 
one thing every fortnight to complete, and we ask that homework is 
handed in every other Monday, where we will celebrate your child’s work 
together as a class. Your child may need your assistance to complete some 
tasks and we ask that if they are researching anything online, that they are 
supervised. We have lots of resources in school to help your child complete 
their homework. If there are any questions on this, email the Year 2 team, 
who will be more than happy to help you. 

We also ask that you are reading with your child at least three times a 
week. Even 5 – 10 minutes of reading at home can really make a difference 
in their learning. We will be changing your child’s books weekly. Each child 
will have a day that they will read one to one with an adult, during which 
time their books will be changed. Please make sure that your child has their 
book in school every day. 

  

Key Dates  

PE – Takes place every Friday.  

We will advise you of any other key dates as the term progresses, at 
present there aren’t any to inform you of.  


