
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term – Curriculum Newsletter  

Year 3 

Our topic for the Spring Term is: Different Places, Similar Lives 

During this topic we will be focusing on the following subjects: 

Geography, DT, History and Music. 

The learning journey for this topic will begin with the children creating a class 
video about our school, this video will be sent to an international primary school 
in Leipzig, Germany. The year 3 children will be introducing themselves, talking 
about their daily routine and what they do in lessons.   

During the next part of the learning journey the children will focus on Geography. 
They will closely examine our local area (Selly Oak in Birmingham) and will 
participate in a local walk to conduct fieldwork. The children will analyse the data 
collected to establish what land is used for and how it has developed over time. 
The children will examine ordinance survey maps and then use this knowledge to 
develop their own maps of the local area. They will also develop their 
understanding of the human and physical features and, following this 
comparisons will be made to other international locations including Leipzig and 
others.  

Following this investigation into the local area, the children will move onto 
History. The children learn about what school life was like in the past focusing on 
the Victorian era. They will examine a range of sources to find out about what a 
typical school day was like and make comparisons to their own school experience. 
The children will also examine how changes nationally have impacted schools 
over the last 100 years, we will be looking closely at Jamie Oliver and the impact 
he had on school meals.  

The children will then move onto Design Technology and will be closely examining 
school dinners around the world. The children will identify which food comes 
from the UK and which is produced by other locations around the world. The 
children will look at what contributes to a balanced diet and they will then design 
a healthy product for use with school dinners. The children will cook/bake their 
healthy product and will also design sustainable packaging for the product, this 
will be designed using IT. The children will evaluate their products to establish 
what they like about them and how they could be further developed.  

The topic will finish with music, the children will be aiming to compose a piece of 
music to advertise their school dinner product. They will be listening to music 
from different periods of history and will be identifying the features of the 
compositions e.g. pitch, tempo, dynamics etc… This will then be composed, 
performed and recorded to create the advert. 

English  

Speaking and Listening 

There are many opportunities in the Year 3 curriculum to develop speaking and listening 
skills. During this term, the children will be particularly focusing on developing their skills of 
reasoning and justifying their opinions and gaining, maintaining and monitoring the interest 
of listeners.  

Reading  

During the Spring Term, the children will be focusing on two main texts: Charlotte’s Web 
and The Iron Man. They will be continuing to secure their decoding skills to allow them to 
concentrate on further developing their comprehension skills. They will be practising 
retrieving and recording information, making inferences, justifying predictions and 
identifying and summarising main ideas from texts – developing into adult readers. 

Writing  

This term the children will develop their skills of creating narratives based on stories from 
other cultures, writing newspapers about fictional events, creating diary entries about real 
events or experiences, writing different forms of poetry, report writing and writing their 
own adventure stories. Using these genres of writing, the children will also learn to correctly 
spell common homophones, increase the quality of their handwriting, organise writing into 
paragraphs, use literary devices to improve the quality of their writing, proof-read for 
spelling & punctuation errors and begin to develop the redrafting process, independently.  

Maths 

During the Spring Term children will be focussing on multiplication and division, statistics, 
measuring length and perimeter, and understanding fractions. 

The children will continue to develop their recall of times tables facts from the 3,4 and 8 
times tables, as well as continuing to develop mental maths strategies through the use of 
our online platforms – Times Table Rock Stars and Numbots. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Science  

Our topics for the Spring Term is Forces and Magnets. The children will learn about 
different types of forces, how forces are all around us, the concept of gravity and 
magnetism, and how magnets work. They will also continue to develop their skills of 
recording, classifying and presenting data. 

PSHE/Peacemakers  

In PSHE, the children will describe how family can mean different things to different people, 
describe situations that they find stressful and explain some ways that can make these 
better through positive thinking and talking them through with others. They will continue 
to present views and opinions with some explanations, beginning to formulate questions, 
whilst working collaboratively towards shared goals. 

PE 

During the Spring Term, children will participate in gymnastics and cricket. In gymnastics, 
the children will develop their ability to balance, roll and climb. They will also combine 
movements, actions and balances, either individually or as part of a group, to create a fluid 
routine. In cricket, the children will develop their throwing, catching and batting technique. 

Important information: PE will continue to be on a Monday.  

Children will need to come to school in their PE kits on a Monday. 

Children’s PE kits should consist of: 

• a white t-shirt 
• navy blue/black joggers/shorts 
• black trainers/pumps 
• school jumper/cardigan 

Please ensure that children come to school wearing the correct clothing and that all 
jewellery is removed where possible. 

RE  

In RE, the children will explain the concept of fairness in relation to a 
religious story, discussing the meaning of prejudice and discrimination, and 
living with integrity. They will be able to explain what it means for God to 
be all-knowing in different religions, as well as retelling the story of 
Passover and Easter.  

Homework  

Children will receive their homework grid for their new topic. Children can choose 
the activities that they would like to complete. Children can return their homework 
on a day of their choosing so that Miss Frost and Mr Ball can see some of the 
fantastic work they have been completing outside of school. We were very 
impressed with the homework that was brought into school in the Autumn Term. 

Remember to use both Times Table Rock Stars and Numbots.  

If you are having difficulty with accessing the online platforms please your teacher 
know by emailing the Year 3 email account at: Year3@paganelschool.net and they 
will resolve the issue. 

French  

In French, the children will continue to develop their understanding of French 
words and phrases through their topics, ‘The Body’ and ‘Colours and Numbers’ 

The children will be expected to apply their learning by listening attentively and 
respond to simple rhymes, stories and songs.  
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