
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term – Curriculum Newsletter  

Year 5 

Our topic for the Spring term is Earth is an Island. During this topic 
we will be focusing on the following subjects: Art, Geography, 
Design and Technology and Music. We will be learning about the 
following things:  

Art – We will be looking closely at the style of Andy Warhol. We will 
be designing our own block pads using string to create our own art 
work. This also includes monochromatic collage.  

Geography – We will: locate a variety of cities in the UK, locate and 
explain the meaning of longitude and latitude, explain the effect of 
commercial and industrial activity on the environment, use four/six 
grid references to locate places on a map and produce own scaled 
maps. 

Design and Technology – We will be discussing balanced and 
healthy diets in relation to making positive choices. Also, we will be 
designing and making our own pizzas understanding the work that 
goes into food preparation and where the types of food are from.  

Music – we will be looking at different pieces of musical history and 
how different genres have been recognised throughout time. Also, 
to maintain their musical performance through simple rhythmic 
patterns. Finally, to understand musical terms and vocabulary.  

In this topic we will be using the following vocabulary. If possible, 
please talk about these words at home to ensure your child has a 
good understanding of their meaning:  

Geography – Latitude, longitude, Prime Greenwich Meridian, landscape, 
commercial and industrial activity, environmental interaction, Ordinance survey 
map, grid references, scaled maps and land use. Music - Pitch, tempo, rhythm, 
melody, dynamics, rhythmic patterns, timbre (quality of sound), duration (lengths 
of notes and intervals), improvise, notate, composition, harmony. DT – Cross 
sectional diagram, balanced diet, season, kneading, rubbing, mixing, design 
specification, adaptations and product.  Art – Cross hatching, tonal detail, 
cylindrical and spherical forms, carve, sculpt, sanding, etching, smoothing and 
monochromatic.   

English  

Speaking and Listening 

This year, children will be encouraged to speak articulately and use a wide range of 
vocabulary whilst talking. There will be plenty of opportunities for the children to 
work in groups to develop their speech and language skills. 

Reading  

Over the course of this term, the children in year 5 will be exposed to different 
types of literature including fictions and non- fiction texts. We will be focusing upon 
developing children’s prediction, inference and retrieval skills along with exposing 
them to new vocabulary.  Our chosen books are: 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan, Street Child by Berlie 
Doherty.  

Writing  

This term, the children will be focusing upon Myths and Legends, Newspaper 
Reports, Personal Projects, Narrative Poetry, Argument and Reading and Writing 
Narratives. The children will be given the opportunity to widen their vocabulary, 
develop their grammar skills such as using fronted adverbials, using inverted 
commas and using conjunctions to extend their sentences in all different contexts 
of writing.  

Maths 

In Maths, we will be revisiting multiplication and division, exploring fractions 
and also looking are decimal and percentages. Throughout the term we will 
also continue to work on our times tables and addition and subtraction 
through TTRockstars and Numbots.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

This term’s science topic is Earth and Space! Pupils will be learning about 
the planets in our solar system, how they move in relation to the sun (years 
and seasons), how the moon moves in relation to Earth, and use the idea of 
the Earth’s rotation to explain night and day and the movement of the sun 
across the sky.  

We also have a very special surprise for the children which involves them 
getting their hands on actual objects from outer space! 

PSHE/Peacemakers  

In Peacemakers, the children will be involved in peace circles, which includes 
classroom discussions and small activities, looking at the following outcomes: how 
to respond safely and appropriately to adults they may encounter, personal safety, 
medicines, first aid, emergency situations, risks and effect of legal drugs and the 
impact on health.  

PE 

During P.E, we will be focusing upon two main areas: gymnastics and 
striking and fielding. This will involve the children learning to master certain 
skills and attributes such as coordination, balance, team-work, agility and 
speed.  

P.E takes place on a Tuesday and children will be required to come to school 
wearing their PE kits.  

PE is a compulsory subject and participation is mandatory. Please ensure 
that your child comes to school wearing their PE kits every Tuesday. A 
Paganel PE kit consists of: a white t-shirt, a pair of blue/black shorts/joggers 
and a pair of PE pumps/black trainers (no brands). 

 

RE  

This term will see the children looking at the importance of being honest and 
telling the truth. This will involve the children looking at how different faiths 
promote caring for others. Children will also look at the value of reflection and 
meditation. Additionally, children will become more aware of the need for social 
interaction and social responsibility. Also, children will learn how individuals 
influence the nature of society. Children will finish the term by exploring the 
events of the last supper. 

 

 

Homework  

A homework grid is attached to this letter. We ask that your child choose one 
activity to complete weekly. We ask that homework is handed in every Friday. It is 
important to note that some activities will require the use of the internet, we ask 
that your child is supervised and supported during online research to ensure that 
they are accessing the internet safely. If you are struggling with accessing 
resources to complete homework let us know and we’ll help you where we can.  
We also ask that you are reading with your child at least three times a week. Even 
5 – 10 minutes of reading at home can really make a difference in their learning. 
We will be changing reading books every week on a Friday too. Please ensure that 
your child has their reading book and reading journal in school every day. TT 
Rockstars and Numbots can also be used as an additional Maths resource.  

It is important to stress that no additional homework will be provided than that 
detailed above. This is in line with the school’s homework policy. 

 

French  

This term will see the children will look at food and places in town using simple 
vocabulary to participate in conversations in French. 

Key Dates   PE is on a Tuesday – Children to wear P.E kit on this day.  

 

  



  


