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Year Group: 5      Topic: Earth as an Island 

 

Key Knowledge  

-The four countries in the United Kingdom are England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.  
-Some major cities in the UK such are London, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, and Cardiff.  
-Physical features can include rivers, mountains, lakes, hills whereas human 
features are man-made. These features can include buildings, roads, and 
bridges.  
-Jamaica has bright, yellow sand with hot, sunny beaches is located in the 
Caribbean.  
-Jamaica is in the West Indies, which is collection of islands between 
southeast United States and northern South America. The island is in the 
Northern and Western Hemispheres, located at latitude 17 degrees North 
(approximately), and between longitude 77 and 79 degrees West. It is 
surrounded by the Caribbean Sea. 
-The climate of the Caribbean is tropical, varying from tropical savannah to 
tropical rainforest. 
-Commercial and industrial activity is in relation to how businesses work 
and how they affect the environment around us.  
-Businesses in different locations around the world can cause pollution and 
waste so many businesses are trying to make improvements that to help 
limit damage to the environment. 
-Reggae is a type of music that is typically created and performed in the 
Caribbean islands.  

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition/Sentence 
Equator dividing the earth into northern and 

southern hemispheres and constituting 
the parallel of latitude 0°. 

Latitude the angular distance of a place north or 
south of the earth's equator, or of the 
equator of a celestial object, usually 
expressed in degrees and minutes 

Longitude  the angular distance of a place east or 
west of the Greenwich meridian, or 
west of the standard meridian of a 
celestial object, usually expressed in 
degrees and minutes 

Physical 
features 

the natural features of the Earth's 
surface, especially in its current 
aspects, including land formation, 
climate, currents, and distribution of 
flora and fauna. 

Human 
features 

relates only to the human environment; 
something that is built by humans and 
would not have existed in nature 
without humans 

Scale maps the relationship (or ratio) between 
distance on a map and the 
corresponding distance on the ground 

Climate the weather conditions prevailing in an 
area in general or over a long period 

Tempo the speed at which a passage of music 
is or should be played. 

Timbre the character or quality of a musical 
sound or voice as distinct from its pitch 
and intensity 

Dynamics the dynamics in the piece is the 
variation in loudness between notes or 
phrase 

Ensemble a group of musicians, actors, or dancers 
who perform together 

Reggae a style of popular music with a strong 
beat, originating in Jamaica. 

 

Images and Diagrams 

 

The cities in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

An example of an Ordnance Survey 
map. 

 

A world map looking at the longitude 
latitude and equator. 

 

 

 

Prior knowledge  

• Children know how to use an atlas and are able to identify seven 
continents and countries.  

• They can identify basic physical and human features.  
• They can locate and name the four countries in the United 

Kingdom.  
• They can describe an island as a mass of land surrounded by water.  
• They know some geographical vocabulary such as equator, 

hemisphere, and climate. 

 


